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Report on violence against women in Indigenous communities released 

21 January 2016 

A report into the current state of knowledge, practice and responses to violence against women in Australian 
Indigenous communities has been released today by Australia’s National Research Organisation for 
Women’s Safety (ANROWS).  

The report is a timely summary of the published literature on Indigenous women and violence – an issue of 
national importance. 

Research Fellow at the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies and National 
Centre for Epidemiology and Population Health at ANU Dr Ray Lovett advised that in general, the term 
“family violence”, rather than domestic violence, is preferred by Indigenous communities. 

“Family violence is understood to be the result of a range of community and family factors, rather than one 
individual’s problematic behaviour,” Dr Lovett said. 

“While there are a number of theories, no one causal factor can explain family violence. Instead, a number of 
inter-related factors have been identified, highlighting the complex and cumulative nature of violence and 
victimisation. 

“But it is important to respect and understand that despite the disproportionate burden of violence against 
Indigenous women, violence is not normal or customary in Indigenous communities.” 

ANROWS CEO Heather Nancarrow said the report would help to put the focus on Indigenous views on 
“what works” to address violence against Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women.  

“One of the key findings in the report is that Indigenous communities want a more meaningful role in 
developing programs and service responses. ANROWS funded this project to review the current knowledge 
on this issue, and it is clear there is a wealth of knowledge to draw from.”   

Visiting Fellow at the National Centre for Epidemiology and Population Health, ANU, Dr Anna Olsen said 
that although the issue of violence within Indigenous communities has been highlighted through political 
and media attention, less is known about Indigenous experiences and viewpoints on the issue. 

“In reviewing Indigenous viewpoints on ‘what works’ we found that solutions developed by Indigenous 
people are likely to focus on community healing, restoration of family cohesion and processes that aim to let 
both the victim and perpetrator deal with their pain and suffering,” Dr Olsen said. 

“Approaches to violence valued by Indigenous communities include cultural based leadership and 
governance, and programs focused on preventing the transfer of intergenerational trauma. In addition to 
family violence focused services, a much larger effort is required to improve the wider social, economic and 
health circumstances of Indigenous communities.” 
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Other key findings include: 

• Opinions and viewpoints from Indigenous people on “what works” should be included in programs 
and initiatives and Indigenous communities want to a more significant role in shaping program and 
service responses. 

• Rebuilding of family and kinship ties are often seen as central to developing an effective response to 
Indigenous family violence because violence is, in part, attributed to intergenerational trauma and 
the breakdown of traditional culture and kinship practices. 

• The cumulative nature of socio-demographic disadvantage (such as personal, economic and family 
related stressors) suggests that any attempts to reduce violence against Indigenous women will 
require a multifaceted and holistic approach. 

• Generalised services and programs can be effective if they operate in a culturally-sensitive way. 
• There are limited evaluation data on the effectiveness of policies and programs targeted at preventing 

and reducing violence against Indigenous women. 
• Ongoing planned and consistent funding for effective services is a major issue. 
• Funding for services and programs should include resources for Indigenous community input and, 

where possible, community delivery.  
• Repetitive funding for services and programs should include sufficient resources for program 

evaluation and learning. 

About ANROWS: 

ANROWS is a national research body that produces evidence to guide policy and practice aimed at 
addressing violence against women and their children. Its $3.5 million research program spans 20 projects 
(including this report) that look at “what works for whom” in addressing domestic, family and sexual 
violence. ANROWS has also been commissioned by the Commonwealth Government to deliver research on 
perpetrator interventions. 

ANROWS CEO Heather Nancarrow is available for comment. To arrange an interview please call: Jess 
Gregory, 0408 800 699  

*If you cover this story, or any story regarding violence against women and children, please include the 
following tagline: 

“If you or someone you know is impacted by sexual assault, family or domestic violence, call 1800RESPECT 
on 1800 737 732 or visit www.1800RESPECT.org.au. In an emergency, call 000” 

 

 

mailto:jessica.gregory@anrows.org.au
mailto:jessica.gregory@anrows.org.au

	ANROWS CEO Heather Nancarrow is available for comment. To arrange an interview please call: Jess Gregory, 0408 800 699

